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The Fort Ganaeroort Property.
LITTER FROM MR. I>AV1E*.
New York, Monday, Feb. 2^, 1853.

Bcary Erben, Esq.Dear Sir: In the present-
jaent Bade by yon, as foreman of the late .grand in-

*M*t, yon have fttiien into an error relative to the
¦rant to Mr. Jos. B. Varnnm. and the cancellation or
lie previous grant to Mr. Diaper, which would con-
m the impre>*ion taat I, as counsel or the corpora¬

tion bad been very unmindful of the interests of the

city,' and had udvised the cancelling of the grant to
Mr. Draper, a release from him to Mr. Varnnm, and

a grai't to him without any mortgage from Mr. Var-
being taken, whereby Mr. Draper's mortgage

to the corporation to secure $120,000, was of no
value, and nothing had been taken In its place.
The facts connected with this transaction, as far

as I was concerned or have any knowledge, are
these:.In the latter part of the month of December
last my c.Urk, Mr. Malone, who had prepared a grant
to Mr. Draper, in accordance with a resolution of the
Ooaunisaioner? of the Sinking Fund, and a map se:it
to the office, made by one of the citj surveyor*, pre-
aented the same to me for my approval. I examined
the resolution and the grant, ana this was the first
knowledge 1 had that a sale had been made of the
Fort Gansevoort property. With the resolution was

presented to me a letter signed by Mr. Reuben Love-
joy, the person named in the resolution of the Com-
inUsioners of the fiinking Fund as the purchaser,
stating that he wished" the grant to be made to Mr.
Draper, anil my derk stated that such were the in¬
structions from the Comptroller's office. He also pre¬
sented me a bond and mortgage to be executed by
Mr Draper, to secure the sum of $120,000, part of
the purchase money. After examination I approved
of these, as to their legal form, and all the papers
were sent to the Comptroller's office, as was in all
cases the practice, for exchange and delivery by the
Comptroller.I heard nothing further upon the subject ustil the
day after, when Hon. J. Prescott Hall called on me,
as «he coonsel of Mr. Draper, and stated that a doubt
had been expressed whether Mr. Draper cx>ul I
legally take the title, he being one of the Governors
ml the Almshouse. 1 stated to Mr. Hall that if he
aoohi be regarded as a head of a department of the
corporation within the mean'og of the charter, he
certainly could not; and th*t I had, while counsel to
the corporation, invariab'y refused to approve of
deeds to corporation officers, and that it had never
occurred to me that Mr. Draper held an office within
the terms of the prohibition. I requested Mr. Hall,
therefore, to see the Comptroller, and arrange the
matter with him.

In the after part of that day, I was requested by
the Comptroller to prepare a grant, similar in all
rapects to that of Mr. Draper's, to Mr. Joseph B.
Varnnm, and the grant to Mr. Draper was sent to me
tor that purpose, and I was informed that the parties
had arranged that Mr. Varnum should take the title,
aad give his own bond and mortgage in place of Mr.
Draper's, and to secure the like sum.

My clerks accordingly drew the grant to Mr. Var-
aum, and a bond and mortgage forhim to execute,
aad I advised that before Mr. Varnum executed the
amrtgage. Mr. Draper should release any interest he
might have in the premises, so that Mr. Varnum 's
title might be unquestioned. 1 accordingly had pre¬
pared a release and quit claim deed from Mr. Draper
and his wife to Mr. Varnum and which they execu¬
ted. All the papers, as usual, were sent to the Comp¬
troller's office for exchange and delivery. At the
ttane Mr. Varnum attended at the Comptroller's office
to execute the counterpart of the grant and his bond
and mortgage, I Tras sent for, to go to the Comptrol¬
ler's office by that officer, and did go, and was prc-
aent when Mr. Varnum executed the grant and
hie bond and mortgage, and when Mr. Draper's
counsel delivered to Mr. Varnum his release and quit
claim.

Mr. Lovejoy had sent previously to the Comptrol¬
ler's office a written request that the grant should be
aaade to Mr. Varnum. and it was thus made with his
assent and Mr. Draper's, and by direction of the
Comptroller, the officer charged with the care of the
aeal estate of the corporation.

After the execution of Mr. Varnum's bond and
mortgage, and the grant to Lim. as substitutes for
those of Mr. Draper and the grant to him, I have no
doubt I mentioned to the Comptroller that the grant
to Mr. Draper was thereby canceled, and that it
aught so to oe noted on the record of the counterpart
In the Comptroller's office.
The duty of the counsel to the corporation in the

B Miration of deeds. Ac., is stated In section 4 If of
ordinances, which is : "Sec. 4l'K He shall draw

the leases, deed* and other papers connected with
the Finance Department, and all contracts for any
ather departments of the corporation, when so re.

paired by the head of the department.'1
This is all the knowledge I bad of or connection

with the sale of the land under water at Fort (tanse-
woort. I had no interest directly or indirectly, re-

¦mtely or contingently, In that or any other sale
made by the corp< ration or in any grants, leases or

privileges granted by the Common Council, while I
field that ofli'v.

1 voluntarily attended the grand jury and desired
to give any information I possessed upon this or any
Other matter connected with the public affairs during
the time 1 held office. Did you not inform m? that
the Grand Jury did not think it necessary to examine
me at that time, but that they would do so, if any
aubject came under their cognizance in relation to
Which they might suppose 1 had any knowledge ?

I regret that I had not been examined, as 1 could
have stated that Mr. Varnum did execute his mort¬
gage to secure to the city the Bum of $120,000, and
fiat I had no doubt it would be found on record. It
was the practice and dutv of the Comptroller to place
hi the Register's office aft mortgages to the corpora¬
tion for record, and 1 do not believe but tliat he put
there this m -rt^rage of Mr. Varnum.

Respectfully yours, Henry E. Davie®.
P. 8. Since writing the al>ove note I have called

¦t the Register's office, and find that the mortgage of
Mr. Varnum to the corporation was recorded Dec. 30,
1862, as appears by the subjoined certificate:.

Reoister'5< Office, Feb. 2^, 18/53.
I do certify that there wa- recorded in this offi

an the 30tli day of December, IW>2. a mortgage
from Joseph B. Varnum. of the city of New York to
the mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of said city,dated Dec. 27, 1852, to secure the sum of $12'),000
and interest, and that the same now remains of
Vicord. (Signed)

Hekby D. Johvsok, Dep. Register.
New York, Tuexiay, March 1, 1*33.

JBitsry E. Davies, Esq.:.
Dear .Sir -In answer to your note of this date, I

can state that you are correct in saying that you
voluntarily attended the grand jury room, and de-
irfred to be examined, as stated In your note to me,
and that after communicating your reque>t t) the
Grand Jury. I aiade you the reply that should any
tiling occur by whi'h your testimony would be re

quired, you would be subpoenaed. Your-i respect¬
fully, Henry Erbkn.

AMrrouui RlBilrTuit and tkr PrMfntmfnt of
the Grand Jar} .

A CARD.
The Orand Inqnewt of the citv of New York for

the month of February lurt made a presentment to
the Court, at the rln*r of it* labors, in which I am
held up to my fellow-citizens an a member of the
Common Council endeavoring to extort fr m a Mr.
Qoin the sum of $2,000 for doing that whi^h I, as a
member, wv bound to do in the discharge of my of¬
ficial duty; and 1 am thus subjected to the wrong of
fearing an tj purtr statement, concocted by personalmalignity, and dl»«ckMed in the nccret chamber of the
Grand Jury, to which I am n>>t permitted ar<^w for
explanation and to be sent fortn to the world to my
.arum* ininrjr; and my only remedy l«-insr an appealto the pnbli< through the prow. Iirtven to that course
M my "olv alternative, I will proceed to utate and
explain trie character of the transaction with Mr.
Qmn. and leave the nubile to lodge whether I have
been dealt juHtly with Uj- the <irand Jury, In nuking
their prexentimnt without explanation.
Home time during the month of November.and I

believe about the middle of it.John K. Devlin, K<q..
a eonnnellor at law of thin city, called on me and

stated that he had a client who lived in New Jersey,
and who wan the owner of a lot of land, corner of
Hammond and We*t street*; and that he liclieved
that he was entitled to the pre-emptive right to the
land under water in front of hi* lot, and repeated
¦j a»intance to examine it, and to procure from the
CommiwdonerH of the Sinking Fund, whii'h H a
Board compowd of the Mayor, the Comptroller, the
Chamberlain, the Re«<>rd<-r and the (riairmnn of
Committee* of Finance of the two Boards of th<*Common Omncll, and who are verted by law with
the iK.'t.ing and diapouing of pre-emptive right* andwater grant* around the city, and Hx the price there-far. without any reference or application whatevertithe OommonConneil, and over which the CommonCouncil hare no control, a Brant foraaid right, which
ha, (Ml, expected to set for twenty dollar* a foot,ttatWngtlM price fixed by law. pawed in 1*44.<Uerteed Ordinances of 184a, page* 220 and 221,)feat which law wm repealed a rear or two aince, and
the price left entirely in the dWretion of the Com-
fitMofitrn. who, in ttu* ca*e, by their uaauiaoua

f-ki hi ^L^ ¦* wl»ioh Mr. Quin could
^n#.uriCr,M ne»eutv-flve dollan per foot,
ZVtJ&r .* tlue* *" B,u°n M be, Quia, expected
*? EL.* 1 this to Mr. Qjin . who

,
rtpnteed his surprise, ami bin utter inability

V' .' « U'*' amount necessary, and it was clearly uu-

,
ky I'im that he would have to pny ab >ut

.fenty live per cent of the amount, and tliat the
Laiurn e could and would lie permitted to remain on

bond aul mortgage on the property; he. however,
faid that n«w that he knew what he had to do, he
would try and Bud some means of taking oat the
grant, and thus left ray office; and I did not see him
again for s»>me ten day*. when he again called, and
?aid thut he had tiled all mean* in hi* power, but
was unable to sue ced in procuring money, and that
he niu*t sell hi* pre emptive right, unless ! could, by
taking the grunt in iny own name, or in some other
maimer. raise the money for him. I told him at
ODce thut I could not enter into such speculations; I
was a lawyer, and had no facilities for raising m tney
for such matter-; but advised him strongly and fre¬
quently to hold on to his right if he could ; Hut by
paying for his grant, building the bulkhead in front
ot it, tilling it in, thus making the land and
building one half of Hammond street, which he
would hare to do, he would, in my opinion, in a

maI7 5ew Jcare' f very valuable, and, iu fact, a
little fortune, over and above all cost and exiiensc;
that all he would have to pay down would
be two or three thousand dollars, (and this 1 suppose
is the grain of foundation for the statement that it
would require $2,000 for the purpose.) He said
that he could not raise the money at all, and that he
could never, by himself, carry through the ulterior
expenses of the filling in the space, building the
puKnead, <**'.. &e. the requisite process to bring
the property into market; his upland, or lot, at the
corner 01 Hammond and West streets being already
mortgaged to its value, and he was very anxious
lest he should he unable to save even that, and beg¬
ged me to find him a purchaser for his preemptive
right, which he was willing to sell for much less
than it was finally sold for, and very earnestly desired
me to buy it; and 1 could easily have done so, at a

very low price, but 1 refused, for the reason which
forbids a lawyer to speculate out of his client,
tnougu it anorded nie the easy opportunity of a

very handsome speculation, as. after the bulkhead is
built, the space filled iu. Hammond street mode and
eif u; V* J exterior line, the whole coat of
which, including the grant, would not have exceed¬
ed in all probability , $28,000, there would have been
a space of seventy-six feet by 400 feet, or about
eighteen or nineteen lots of twenty-two feet by
seventy-six, fronting on Hammond street, which,
unless there should occur a very serious revulsion in
the value of real estate, would worth in that lo¬
cality for business purposes, and that, too, in two or
three years, at least $2,500 or $3,000 per lot, besides
jWcn seventy-six feet of bulkhead, worth, I think,
fi.OCO per year. But I was not in a situation to take
upon myselt such speculations, and particularly with
the property of my own client.which, for this busi-
DC88!j regar(Jed Mr. Quin to be: my capacity of
an alderman gave me no other relation to the subject
than that of auy other lawyer in town to a client;
but the capacity as a lawyer was enough to

| make me unwilling to profit, directly or iadireetly,
from a transaction with a client, and 1 absolutely
declined io purchase; but, to oblige and serve him. I

e^iC»?V')r^ i.to k,ln a purchaser for his pre¬
emptive right, and did find one, as I supposed, in the
person of Mr. Martin, the President or the Ocean
Bank, a gentleman familiar with that description of

T^?J.Dpon "J lamination and satisfaction
with the title, was to give Mr. Quin ten thousand
dollars for it. And he, Mr. Martin, had several
interviews with him on the subject, but from want of
time to attend to the neoes*niy improvement, he, Mr.
Mart:n, finally changed his mind, and declined the
porebate. Mr. Quin was again sadly disappointed,
and begged me to continue my exertions to find
another purchaser, and made to me large offers for so
doing. I did continue, and found another gentleman
in Mr. h. (, nitons, who, after some negotiation, did
actually pay him ten thousand dollars in money for
his pre-emptive right, and then took the grant from
the Commissioners ot the Sinking Fund, and paid
:?n^he^5 price they hall fixed
£ j h , : <«um received nia money, and went

off delighted, and, apparently, very grateful for the
teryices I had rendered him, and said that he would
be in town again in a few days, and that he would

pc"',t,( Pa>. Mr. Devlin and myself a handsome
counsel fee, he having engaged with Mr. Devlin to
pav UfcJaOO. And this is the whole transaction,
r.

1148 {"Lver Jet ^ed to pay the promised
i i 'V* trne' 1,have n«ver asked him for it, though

J leave it to any lawyer to say what I am entitled to.
His business ran pretty much through the months of
ISovcmfcerand December; how many times, nndlon*
he worried me at my office, I cannot pretend to say'
I took a great deal of trouble for him out of sheer

a,ld K>'®ijathy, and out of regard to my
friend Devlin, who introduced him, gave him the

r
advice, and did the best possible for him. And

tor all this professional trouble and service, (my ca-
patity as Alderman had no more to do with the ease
t.ian my capacity as a director or associate in any

IJi »r W"! 1 haTe neyer received the first

w 4 .
tlie old man has been entrapped

into statements made behind my back, which he
never meant to make, in the sense given to them, or

I * bethei-he has thought that he bad paid me so libe-
rally in thanks at the time, that he can now afford
iii conscience to work out of his just debt of a pro-
fessional fee, by going before the Grand Jury, and
ttius blackening a perfectly upright and honorable
transaction I do not pretesd to judge. I presume
the former to hare been the case.

.11 a tLeJon?2,,w! uf 4,1 above statement, in
all the parts of it. referring to them respectively, I
appeal to Mr. Devlin. Mr. Taylor the late Comptrol-
n^r v p '^nd %!; <irifFen- And 1 al*> r*U
npon Mr. Recorder TUlon to prosecute the most
Fearehing investigation into the whole transaction
and into any ether in which malevolence mav pre
tend to connect my name with any suggestion of offi¬
cial, professional or personal dishonor. A dead set
is made on me by a rich and powerful influence,
whicti is now moving heaven and earth, (but through
means appropriate to neither,) to prevent the con¬
st'mmation of that great aad valuable popular mea¬
sure, a railroad in Broadway. Having been for manv
years an avowed friend to city railroads, and having
done an honest duty, to my best convictions, in taking

a prominent but perfectly disinterested p-vrt in the

5h2?#gV 1116 Railroad grant, I am the
object of many shafts.and many poisonous ones.
Pome persons probably delude themselves into be¬
lieving theirown calumnies,or evil natured suspicions;

; others labor to break me down on system as a mean*
to an end. But I defy them, and 1 Sre.fn s$e
of all these calumnies which are made to poison
the atmosphere, that my hands and my oon»cience
are as free from stain, in reference to any official
transaction of my life, whether as a member of the
Common Couneil or in uny other capacity, as I could
wish them to lie. If any man believes to the con-
tran let him now call the attention of the Kecorder
or the next Grand Jury to it; let him go forward
himself. point out witnesses and suggest inquiries. 1
wui hold no man to any ulterior responsibility for
anything he may do in an honest ana manly war
with a view to such an investigation. B it let any
man now come forward before either the iiewrder
fLrif nf" 7, W/th anJ" charge against the in¬
tegrity of any official a;t or vote of mine, and I will

"'P1 for tho opportunity of investigation and

f y 10 *ny examination aJdrt^ed to my-
Tl# office of Alderman is a thankless one enough,

ft consume- a great deal of time, makes iu incum¬
bent the object of a thousand attacks from parties
disappointed or displeased by any official act. and he
thus becomes the object of the most odious suspicions
and calumnies. Tome it has afforded no other be¬
nefit than an occasional friend and client, indirectly

I 'rOTKht into professional acquaintance with me
though this is the first instance in which disinterested
service iu a purely professional capacity, kindly
tendered and at the time, thankfully acknowledged
has been thns repaid.

*"imieagea,

f . '? c''D' 'UHion. I a«k the jnst and candid reader to
contrast the fa.-ts of this case with the abominable

i perversion contained in the paragraph in the ore-
sentment to which I allude, andt^ea to reflect upon
, , I'f 'V' 01 an,T man 40 bave his character Wack-
1* III , i

ntricfy upright transactions, mis-
repremiUd b»;hmd his back, l^fore a Grand Jury a

SrT° ,U! tXpart! in(<niry. ®nd spreading a
calumny far and wide through the

land, in the form of a presentment, on a charge thev
,.ave*,vpP ,,1DI ,no. opportunity to explain. Is n>*
this an outrage of the most monstrous, and at the
same time, cruel character? And who is safe from iW

i ^ ,'i^ V" Ht,' MTKVAVT< Aid. of Third ward.
I should hope that the papers which have pub¬

lished the presentment of the last (irand Jary, will
< o me the justice to luy this, uiy sUtement, also
before their readers. 0. W. H.

The Hin pi iu Money In our Ratinfi Bank*.
TO TDK HONOKABI.K TIIK HKVA1H AND AhRKMBLY OF

THR HT A fR OK NEW YORK.
The Iri»h Krnisrmnt Society, of the city of New

Y oik, respectfuily remonstrate against the passageof the law prvpond In the Senate, to confiscate to
the State the depositee in the aavlngs hanks of the
city of New York, which have remained unclaimed
for the period of twenty years, and petition for the
pappHire of a law by which the parties who are en¬
titled a* heirs or other )e«sl representatives, to these
funds, msy tie enabled to a*.ert<iin their rights, and
prefer their just claims, and aNo to provide u generalsystem by which, in future, when* deposit** remain
unclaimed for a period sufneieot to justify the pre¬sumption of the decease of the depositors. "the fund*
may be reclaimed by tho»e entitled to the succes¬
sion.
To accomplish these objects, your petitioners praythat a law may be enacted requiring all Ravingsbanks in the cities of New#Tork, Brooklyn and WU-

liamslsirg to publish in one or more of the public
newspapers published in their respective cities, and
also in the Rate paper, a statement of all depositeewhich have remained unclaimed for the period of ten
yearn or more, specifying the name of toe depositor,
place of residence and nativity, (If known.) and full |particulars M to dates and amounts, verified by the 1

iMaiiriffBt QaiftlMT INT IntiiKP ^ W)b bwik.
-mniil tft bo piblti^ <inoa k> woh wwk,

«nr the ncriud *f thm ¦ontha, and th* expense to
be charged upon tha raanactive daDositas in their re¬
lative proportions; andthat hereafter, all such batiks
nmy Lt' required to ascertain from each depositor,
am) enter iu their books, the plates of residence ami
nativity of each depositor, with the view to a full
compliance with the above propoaeU requiremeuU
Your petiiioners respectfu'ly submit that when the

clreumotancc* under which deposits are made in
savings banks, and the causes which have produced
the existing accumulation of unclaimed deputes, are
maturely considered, it will be seea that tin* peti-
tion is founded upou just grounds, and that the law
of confiscation uenaiug in the Senate cannot be
equitably or validly exacted.Saving hank* are not usually resorted to by citi¬
zens, or persona who have been long residents iu this
country, because the business knowledge and spirit
of enterprise they acqnire early lead them to inve.il
their means in pursuits which promise quicker
larger returns than the moderate interest which a
tavings bank'would afford, and their savings are thus
absorbed in channels of business alni'iet as Boon as

ll>lt ^chiefly*the emigrant who peeks the protection
of a savings institution, to guard and pre*em- the
savings he is enabled to gaUier by degree^andin

I small sums; and from the very necessities of his pon-
tii n as a stranger, if lor no other reason, the fact
remains a secret, resting between him and the officers

^Oftentimes a single member of a family
here to accumulate means and establish a home for
his kindred, before the hazard of emigratiou w en¬

countered bv those who are unsuitedby ace or sex
to the hardship of a necessitous condition in a new

conntry; and as means are saved, they are placed to
a (savings bank for security, until the amount needed

in his aativc home is realized. This class of canes is
numerous.

, , ,Another class is that of emigrants who, having
Fettled here, are prevented by the smallneas of Uielr
means, and the want of knowledge of onr country
and people, from entering npon"busincss pursuits;
and resort is had to a savings institution to preserve
their little gainB against the time of sickness or
want of employment, and eventually to enable them
to engage in trade.

Others, again, who, after remaining for a period in
our city, emigrate to other parts of our country in
the pursuit of employment, intending to return, and
who leave a sum which they can spare, to accumu¬
late during their absence.

It is also not nnusnal for e mgrants to make depo¬
sits for the benefit, and in the names of their young
children, intending to leave the amount to increase
until their children shall have attained their majori¬
ties, or to provide against their becoming fatherless
and dependent upon strangers or the public bounty.The chief motives in nearly all the cases are to
make permanent and secret deposits. The motive of
recrecy is constantly uppermost with emigrants; be¬
ing strangers, with none entitled to theirconfidencc,
and subjected, as they frequently are, to imposition,
they guard with watchful care the secret of their ac¬
cumulations, lest they may become the Drey of the
designing and unworthy; and when sudden andun-
exrectea death overtakes them, the secret dies with
them, rxcept so far as it is preserved in the inacces¬
sible records of the bark. There being no provisionof law by which the parties interested as the repre¬
sentatives of these deoeased depositors can ascertain
even the fact of a deposit being made, the deposit
necessarily remains unclaimed.
And when these considerations are viewed in con¬

nection with the fact that, during the establishment
of savings banks in thiB city, our population have
been visited with cholera and other epidemic dis¬
eases, by which thousands have, without a moments
notice, been swept out of existence, the immense
amount of these unclaimed deposits can readily be
accounted for.

, . .It is estimated that the amount of these dormant
claims ia now nearly one million of dollars. If the
motives of those who have contributed this sum could
be scanned, they would be found to have been dic¬
tated by the best impulses, and to have had as their
chiet aim the affectionate welfare of dependant kin¬
dred. To afford the means of those kindred to ob¬
tain possession of the amounts thus intended for
them, would result in well-timed benefit to thousand*
of deserving but dependant persons, at home and
abroad. Ifthe proposed law of confiscation is adopt¬
ed. it iB obvious that it will forever cut off th» posai-
bility of these funds being reclaimed.

It is claimed by those who advocate the law before
the Senate that the Legislature can treat this proper¬
ty as having escheated, and become vested in the
State, by virtue of its sovereign power, and may be
legally disposed of in the manner proposed in that
law. This claim your petitioners respectfully deny,because, by the doctrine of escheats, property only
reverts to the State through failure of heirs lawniUy
entitled to take it; and it cannot be said that these
lunds have thuB been forfeited until due means have
been taken to ascertain the fact whether there are
or are not luwful claimants, justly entitled to the suc¬
cession.

. .To confiscate this property in the manner pro¬
posed, your petitioners insist, would be an appropria¬
tion of private property to public use, in violation of
the fundamental law of our goverment
The instances of real estate becoming escheated to

the State, are comparatively few, ana these do not
arise so frequently from the entire extltoetioa of the
kin of the deceased as from their disability, as aliens,
to take it That disability not existing in reference
to personal property, who can say, with certainty,
that there is a single dollar of the vast fond referred
to that has not a lawful owner in this or some foreign
country?

Practical evidence upon this question is constantly
! presented in this city, in regard to other personal
i property. When a stranger dies with personal pro¬

perty in bk possession, without heirs to administer' upon it, the public officer, appointed for that pur-i pose, takes possession of Ik, giving public notice in
I the newspaper*, and he protect* and preserve* it^fori the benefit of tbe persons who may be entitled to

claim it. In due time this property is reclaimed byI the relatives of the deceased, who have become ln-
i formed of their rights through the public press, in

' distent lands, thousands of miles away; and manyl are the instances in which the necessities of parent*,! wires, and children, have been relieved by the assist-i andPthus afforded.
Your petitioners are informed that no case has

! occurred since the formation of onr State goveru-
; ment, in which personal property to any considera-
1 hie amonnt has reverted to the State under the doc-

trine of escheats.
There are many additional reasons which might1be alluded to against the policy and justice of the

proposed confiscation, one of which to that it would
I create a feeling of insecurity in savings institutions,

which would tend, in a great degree, to impair their
usefulness, giving rise to apprehension as to the per¬manent preservation and fust ultimate disposition
of the deposits ; while the confidence which would
be created with depositors, that in the event of their
sudden decease, tlieir relatives would be insured in
the enjoyment of the property they might have in
the custody of savings banks, would greatly enhance
the beneficial influence which these institutions have
thus far axerted.
Another objection is that the funds ia question1 have been deposited with the banks in truBt, and

these institutions are responsible as trustees, aud
Liable »t any time, yhen legally called on, to respond' to the amontit of the deposits and accumalfttfons.
If these funds should be tqlten from their possesion,
and appropriated by the Htite, it would afford no
protection to the banks, and would not affect their

1 legal liability to make good the amounts they have
received and incurred tne obligation to pay.
To perfect the plan of your petitioners, it would be1 essential to establish, by law, a peri's! of continued

i al#ence, in which the presumption of death should
' arise, in reference to claims to this property, similar' to that which is established in regard to claims to

real estate, so that the legal representatives may
I duly administer.

Your petitioners, in conclusion, earnestly petition
that the proposed law of confiscation be not adopted,

I but that the law proposed by your petitioners receive
| your favorable sanction; and your petitioners, to.

Giukioky Dillon, President

Th« Alleged Perjwy In U»e Forrest Divorce
Csuie.Conclnalon of the Kvldrnee,

COURT or OENEKAI. RBWI0N8.
IWora the Kecorder, and Al<l. Weslcy smith and Bard.

THI vmicn fOKTWUIB. IBjrrFWTB DAT.
Kn Cfi..Thin cause was re»umed st tlie sitting of tha

court thU morning, to-day being the eleventh which has
bten cmsumed by the actual trial, oxclislve of the ft rut

on which the jury »»< empanelled only, and Saturday
last, when the conit adjourned without any proceedings
being had The accused wan accompanied, as before, byhis wife, and neveral relatives and frlcndi, araong whom
were eight or nine ladies of very rentoel appearxnea

i The cross examination of Mis* Harriet Doty, the defen-
[ dant's slater, was resumed by Mr. Chatfield. at tha point
| where <ii»<ontinued r>n Friday la*t the flrsi question bo-

ing the one then objected to, but which objection waa
then overruled. Tha court havlog noted the excnptlon of
defendant'* eonnse^ allowed the question, as f<>llnw<:.
Q. Do ymi know, where your brother was from 1840 to
1M4? A. I could not say positively, air. Q. Do yon
mean to say you have no knowledge of his plac* of resi¬
dence during that period f Objected to. a* it had been
shown she could have none hut hosrsay knowledge of hla
residence Question allowed and ezoeption taken. A.
I>nrl»f iny brother's absence from home, till h * return in
1M4, I think I received letters from him froni New Or¬
leans < harle«too. and New York, hut I cannot state In
what years wtthont seeiiw the letters. Q. Have you any
of those letters In New York t A None that I received
before hla return In 1H44T Q. Have you such letters f
A I did not aay, positively, that I ever received any, but
that I thought so Witness continued It wns a good
many years aince ahe had seen ber brother whan she saw
him In 1M4; ahe could not say how many, the la t place
she saw him at, before that, was at Rochester, a* home
Q. (ten Ton, on reflection, state whether yon received any
letters from him la lMJwr '48 f (Objected to, objection
overruled and exception taken.) A. I do not think I
could without seeing the letters. If I have any.
Q. Can yon state, within Ave years, when you
received My prevloui to 1S44T A. N J, not, positively.
Q Did you receive aay sfaee 1M# (Objected In. and ob
jertion .uslained.) Q. Where were you in 1946* (Object
ad to, antTOhjeet Ion sustained.) Q Where warn you in
July. IMAt (Same objection, sane ruling ) <i I* there
aay Incident yen «aa miswiber, that occsmd la Joty,

ISMf (*»e .ajootion i «»« r*Ul* L* IWvow »eeei»e« «l J tetters f-o-iyour hrothar, in 'T"!fe»me abjection; »?¦». rartwg Mi-tW
year 184A v ith the like r«*»» to ano* ».» )

Q Whete were jen id July. lMM(Ol>je«ti»d«o, objes
ovenultd and *xeeplio«j l*'1. ) «w'« ^ThWO^iectDo too reueuber what oocurred In that u»outb? (O >jeet
ed.orn the .». prmeip'e ObiMtm o»err-WHl, and
.MMtlM Utei ) A. 1 don't think of anything no . "J-
l»d you durfa g that month, receive any'ette's from any
oi.et (Objection o<erruled and M*ptl0BtO«0 ) A- 1
caiiBot »ny «tr Q. To you remember anytMn{ tUtto*
cuired doting tie month of July, 1842? (Objected to
.do objection sustained) Q. WMrt wenyoa In *»«:
itii* A. I mi at my boo t, to Hoeieito; I un ww 1
vu. Q. lurinr the whole mouth/ A. I thick l««,
,ir. Q Arc you sure* A 1 think 1 «. Q 1)<>,you.r«Imember anything that oocurred in that month? A. I
don't think now of any particular elreumstonoe; I could
not >ay. U Had you an* vteits from any (rVend^r A. I
could not My, air. Q. Was your father at home? A. I
think be *u; I could not say all the month, could not
»ay I received any lettera Q. Where were you during
the month of August, 1844? (Objected to-obj.^wnoverruled and exception token ) A. We were at Rochester,
not all the monih, but nearly so; if my memory serve
me right we left at the latter part of the month, ant
came to New York ; my mother, my iieif, two »i»Jerst *Q

two brother* ; my father remained at Rochester. Q- Lto

you remember tSat you received .ny Wtte« tMt month?
AI think 1 received a letter or letter*.if 1 did, onej*asfrom mv sister; that la all 1 remember; I may ha*« re,
reived one from my brother, the defendant. Q- Wl« n did
you Me thoM. letters? A. About a year aco, durtng tlw

* ri«i i between Mr. and Mrs. Forrest. Q Did j#u k*«p *11

its..c.-s,rate the on# you produced on Kridajr from tne
others V A At about that time. Q Why did you
separate it? A. I received a despatch from New YorkXi m. to eead .uch letter, or paper, mJ couW
to fix the date whe» my brother came home. Q.
Who did that despatch puoort to come from?
could not tell, I think it wa- from my broUter. «. When
did von receive it? A. I could not toll the date witnoui
seeing the ££

i worn a^the time you received the despatch? (Objected
to ae^i leather the witness could not have kaawn of her
own knowledge.objection overruled, and exception
taken ) !- 1 did not know. Q. Do you know now

whetl/er he had? (Objected to for aame rcMon-ob)^.tlon overruled, and exception taken.) A I saw Ms tes
timony in the paper after I received the despatch, cannot
¦aj whether it was before I left Burlington omot
Was theie not a paper »«nt to you or any memhwr of
your family, containing that testimony, or the testi¬
mony in any form, which you saw before you left Bur¬
lington? Save you seen the letters from which you »epa^rated the one produced, since you came to New
A. I believe 1 fiavo; 1 think I have not seen the ln»Jde of
them Q. Don't you know whether jrou have or not? A.
I tliink 1 have not Q After receiving the
despatch, how soon did you come toNew If/Xed 'the <i«MI started from Burlington the fame day I received the des
ratch aikTbrought thee letter- with me witness con
tinued, the left them with her brother; was t*o
davs and three nights after she left Burlington, when
she arrived in NewYork and stopped a.t her brother s.
He was at home, and she gave him the letters, and con^versed with him. Q Was it after that conversation that
Teur brother wftfi T6Cftllfd ?

.

Objected to, as assuming that she knew when her bro^
tber was re examined. (Objection .uaUlne.10
Q Was your brother re examined on that trial after

you arrived in New York, and after you had shownkim
thof-e letters? Objected toas leading
only. (Objection over ruled and exception token.) A.
If I recollect right, I don't think he wont on the stand
after I came to ^ew York; I think It was in January I left
Burlington for New York, with the tetters.1 I eannrt
the year without seeing the despatch.^anv testimony of your brother In the papers, in wh.eh he
corrected ths date from 1843 to 1844? A. If you mean

sir, did I set any report of his testimony in the paper, I

b*Mr.IiSat field required a direct answer, and the defen¬
dant's counsel objected to a repetition of the question,
contending it a*.umed he had corrected bis testimony,
which was not shown, and that moreover it had been

'"iJe^Court over ruled the objection, and noted the ex-

"Siestlon put -Did yon see the reexamination *f tout
brother when he corrected the date Ate,a 1 Have seen it In the newfpapers. Q. Was tnat alter
yon came to New York? A. Yes. Q. White yon *«re at
voui brother's? A. 1 think I saw the exam nation in the'

v..| can't sav when or where I saw them first. W-
«maln in New York at Ihattime^It might be two ot three weeks. Q- Was theForrert

trial solnc on after you came? A. 1 think I saw some
thine about U In the papert after I came. Witness con¬
tinued.Did not go in to hear it ; thonght h«r ^0^®'wan at home part of the time she was here , when they
earn *to New 9ort In 1844 they lived in the Sixth avo-

n°DlM«?reM«ned.Theietter prodne^ waa the original,
written by her brother to her, and waa a genuine one ;
when she eaid penny poet, she meant tbe express.
Mr ChatJVld said It bore the stomp, and he did not dis¬

pute the genuineness of the tetter. (Other tetters shownjone of those was a letter from her sister, to August, and
another from her brother, in Jute. The tomliy
New York about three years, and it was about five years
after their removal from Rochester, or three }»*'. ago,
that they moved to Burlington ; when aho said shew^st" day s and three nights coming from Burlington she did£t mein on the road aU the time ; they were detain^but ahe could uot remember the precise cause she had
con.e down during this trial andgot h«r« lnaday.itart-
ed in the morning and arrired at night.

fitlint* Loty, another Bister of the defendant, ex-
amlned.Remember leaving RMheiter for ^s fir»t thue
in h*r Xifm in 1844' fame to New \orkj left on Fnda>
and got here on Sunday morning,
(William) came with her, he wrote the tetter produoed
on the blowing day (Monday) to her atoter test wit-

Yes sir; 1 remember It being the latter end of July. Wit-
nets continued.Remembered attending a lecture with
her sister on the 4th of July: had never seen her brother
until be came to Rochester at the tetter end of July; had
no recollection of anything parUcuter <^uri^ dunnK
the month of July to other yeara, 184» and 1842, did
not know where her brother waa during those years;
««avf>r rMiivcd ft letter from him before 1844; came to
New York a year ago with her slater, to the Forrest trialL^ ^notTt h£ne when the tetegraphie despatch
came' her sister came for her to Walhngford, where shewaTrtaTtog since, on Saturday; ah. had not M>ea the
telegraph; they proceeded"on Monday by teata fcomRut-

| lawfandwere detained on the heights by «now drifts.
and kid not arrive here till Tuesday morntog; thought it
waa about the second or third week In January, she
dldut know when, but she thought the trial ended on

I Monday, and they arrived on Tuesday morning; thought
tbev were too late.

.. ,,Mr. Clark.The verdict was given on Monday mirniaj;,

"'"witness continued.Did not know the date of the tele¬
graphic despatch; did not know it waa *o late as to the$7th, but knew it was the day after the trial.

Direct resumed by Mr. Clark.She did not knowabout
a verdict, but her iaea was the whole wra« concluded.

Robert N. Bdridge.Was a fishmonger In Washington
market; knew Mr. Doty for seven or eight years; so far as
l.e knew, his general character was good.
Cross examined-Mcant he was a good nvan-an honest

man; judged from hla own knowledge and what ne bad
heard ethers say ; had heard a rriit .
bsd heard Capt. Tupiier speak of him as a good and ecouo_
mical steward, bad heard several other persons speak of
him could not give their name*.
The hour of adjournment having arrived, the Court rose

till Tuesday morning.
TWEJTH OAT.

March 1..One of the counsel employed for the defence
having been detained at the Surrogate'* office thin morn
it g gome delay occurred la resuming the proceeding.
On the arrival of that gentleman the ftrat witne-n c&Jla.l
WM

Mr. Alfred C. Hnilth, tailor, who (examined by Mr.
(lark) deposed.that be knew Mr. Doty, and had known
him fifteen yearn. Id* c*ner»l character waa rood.

examined by Mr. Chatfleld.Had known him all
tie tino« ; raw bfcn, except wh?a hf win nwsy South, be
wert awaj in 1M1, and returned home again he thiucht
about lft44 ^ he carer on here once In the meantime; that
vtaaln lMvi; it must have been late in the summer or

early In the fall. Q. What ha* been the character of Mr.
Doty niuec the trial of the Forrest divorce suit?
Objected to on the ground that the quention was tho

character at the time of the commit-sion of the alleged
offence. A man mi^ht be charged with crime, and t©->t -

mony enough manufactured in nix month* u> blacken the
falre»t character ever presented.
Question allowed, with a view of testing the witness'

accuracy. Exception taken.
A. The opinions of people an to Dot) 'a character

riace then «ecmed to be influenced by their prejudice* in
tfce Forrest uiit.
Horace Whltehome.Wan enraged in the clothing bn*i

mm, and had lived in New York twenty two yeara: bad
known Iioty twenty six yearn; knew him 1b the country;
never beard auytblag against hi* character till that trial.
Cross-examined.was qaite a boy whan he flr*t knew

him, he (Doty) came to New York in 1 1:1.1 , thought he
wan married then he thought ba was employed about
¦erne stages.not as driver; after that he wa* oa the
l.oog Inland Railroad; afterwards in a public liouao In
this city; could not trace him any further, as he left the
city himself. inlftST; had seen him nine* his return In
1844; had visited his family, and he had visited wltneaa';
had beard hia character canvassed since ho was charged
with this offence, and several thought hiin guilty, an<l
some did not. (Defendant 'a counsel ohjeotod as before.)
For the last week he thought the opinion had been in

favor of Doty ; before that it was like tliat a* to any man
charged with crime, many thought him guilty wbe.her
or no.
Hexter C. Force, bulkier Knew the defendant *ince

IMA; he waa then at the Croton Hotel; hia general
character waa good.

I rose examined.Dp to the time of the Forrest tr'al he
had heard nothing about his <.hara:ter; up to that time
witness bimrelf would have giver: him a good one.

Andrew Jackson Tuttle, wholesale liquor dealer, New
York.Had known Doty five or six years; his general
character, a* far as he knew, was good
Cross examined Had been In company w ith hire a good

deal; was * principal in the ostahlisnment, and had dealt
with him.

h. D. Thornpeon.Had known Doty six or seven years;
so far as he knew hi* character was good, he bad been In
the employment of witness, who kept a refectory; had
been with him about a year.
Cross examined- -HI* place of business was In Pine

street; Doty wa* carver, and left of hli own accord; never

heard anything against hia character never himself made
any *uch remark an that Doty could dress a great deal
better than he could, and he did not tell how he got the
means, witness had never been bitter against Mr. For¬
rest la his troublec. (Objected to and ruled out.) Un
derstood by good general character, a man who attended
to his business, ai d against whom he knew nothing; did
act know ha* hi* character was estimated in the comma

"'jfcmes M. tianndersoa, proprietor of the College Hotel,
hia.Had known Doty since 1843, his character

Cross-examined.Became acquainted with him in Fhi
ladelphla. It struck him K wae In rummer Ume: he waa

stepping at hia hotel on hia war to New Yon; knew
nothing more of him than any other guest except that
ke haJ *e«fthing te do wfci htrtel business, did not

k>ow kit eharseter than ; next tima 1m Nf htm *».
Hi New York, it the Craton Hotel, were he mi itemH; in
1847. wltnew am to live in New York, and then !>>ty
was in M>me eating house; had seen him !a Mr. Thump
pen's refectory ; during the last year and the one before*he
I Lad pwn a itootl deal of hlin; he furnished him with pro¬
visions; bad heard his character canvassed before the
trial, when hotel keeper* meet they generally talk ef
people in the iam<' bufinens.had heard Mr. Hayes, of the
Franllin House, and others, i-peak of I>oty; hi* cliaraoter
was said to lie very good, an-1 ne was lery punctual in his
hut-lnes*; iiad heard other persons, not in the trade talk
of him before the trial, Mr lacker. a poulterer In Wash
ington market, said lit was a good honest fellow, and a

first rate steward.
Miss Harriet Doty, reonl ed and a letter shown.She

stated that it was the telegraphic despatch *.he received.
Mr. Whiting proposed to read it in evidence.
Mr. Chatfield uut object ing, it was read as follows :.

" Bpkunutoh January 17, 185;!.
"By telegraph, from New York.To Harriet Doty.
"You and Ctlista must eonie to New York in-itantly. I

want you to testify the time I visited you in Rochester. It
is of Vital importance Bring any paper or writing that
may help to fix the date. All your expenses will be pawl.
Start Instantly, or It will be too late. Answer immodia
tely. WM M. DOTY, 59 Grove street. "

The Nkw York Hhuij> edition of the trial, and the mi¬
nutes of the Court, were referred to, to show tne testimony
iii the divorce siiit closed on the 19th, except that of two
witnesses recalled by arrangement next morning.
Jamea K. (.Hie sworn.hesided in this city, and was

assistant editor of the E#prm newspaper: attended part
of the trial between Mr. and Mrs. Forri Bt, In the Superior
Court; was present at the time Dr. Quackenboss gave
his testimony.

Q. Be pleased to state what, he said with reference to his
attendance on Miss Clifton, as her physician, from some
time in the month of April, until some time in the month
of September, 1844f

Objected to. Objection sustained as before, ami ex¬

ception taken. Mr. Whiting stated, as an apology for
offering the tettlmony Main, that sine* it tmd been
ruled < ut the question had been put to one wiinesi and
not objected to, but that the witness did not recollect.

Mr- Chat field said he had probably forgotten to do so.
He objected now.
Q What did he say relative to dally entries made by

him in his book of daily visits to Miss Clifton froas the
10th September, and Lack to the 26th of April. 18442
(Seme objection and Bame ruling.)

Jes.«e KetchsHi, printer, of New Yhrk, was next exam¬
ined as to tke defendant's character, which he pro¬
nounced good, never hftv+bg heard It questioned.
Abel B. Rltch.Knew Mr. Doty; his knowledge com¬

menced about th.fe year 1843; his character, as far as he
knew It, was good: he took possession of a house owned
by the witness in 1844; hired it the December preceding:
Ived in it from January 1844 to May, 1815; remembered
the Fourth of July. 1844; his impression was strong that
Mr Dety was at home then; remembered him leaving
home in the summer, after tho Fourth; he toli witness
where he was gnh g; said he meant to pay a visit to bis
family, by which I understood he meant his parents: he
said either in Rochester or Syracuse, but could not rec >1-
eet which; it was somewhere out west in this State; said
he had not *een them for many years; he lemained away
for more than one, he thought, and less than two weeks.
Cross examined Mr. Doty occupied the same house as

witness, in Maedougal street; he was positive about his
being at home on the Fourth, as witness was out all day,
bat at home In the evening, when the children had more
fireworks than usual, and Doty partook in letting them off
for them.
Re-examined by Mr. Clark, and a memorandum of lease

handed to witness He was quite certain about the date;
it was 1843 when he first hired the house himself, and the
memorandum was a lease from hiin to the occupant pre¬
vious to Doty.
Mr. John Meekln re called.Produced his book from

31st August, 1844. to about 3d Mareh, 1845.
Q. The last prescription was on the 10th of July; when

do tou find the next T (Objected to.)
Mr. Whiting proposed to show there were no prescrip¬

tions from Dr. Quaekenboes from 10th July to 13th of
September. They had already proved up to 31st August.
The objection was sustained, and the inquiry being

put in the form of a question, was ruled out, ana excep¬
tion taken.

Q. Did you receive a prescription from Dr. Quaekenboes
for Miss Clifton at any time after 31st August, and, If so,
when V (Same objection, same disposition.)

Lldridge Packer.Resided at 97 Chambers street ; was a
poulterer; had known Mr. Doty five years, or more; his
character was good.
Cross-examined Sinee the trial, had heard a great

many people express their opinion*, one way and another.
Mr Whiting offered the Albany Evening Journal from

July to December, 1844. (Objected toand withdrawn.)
Mr. J. C. Stone, examined Was connected with the

railroad. Q. How Tnuch time did It occupy to go from
Albany to Buffalo by railroad in 1842 V

Mr. Chatfield asked the relevancy of this.
Mr. Clark said, their witness, "Blaros" had stated th%t

they went in one day, and he wanted to show the impos¬
sibility and consequent inaccuracy of the witness.
Mr. Chatfield objected, and the Court sustained him.

Exception taken.
Q. Could a person travel frcm Albany to Buffalo, be¬

tween five o'elock in the morning and sundown, in the
months of June, July, or August, 1842 ? (Same objection
and same ruling.)
Jehn W. Orr, engraver, sworn.Had had a slight know¬

ledge of Doty six or seven years; aa far as he knew his
character was good.
Cross examined.Knew him but slightly, aid had not

heard persons speak of him
John Van Winkle, pctmaker, Mr. William Jaekson. of

New York, and Mr. John A. l'ullen, were severally ex¬
amined to tie tame point, and gave similar testimony.
At tlie adjournment of the Court, the counsel for the

defenee said they had concluded tneir testimony, with
the exception of that of one witness, who was sick, and
whose evidex ee would most likely he ruled out. they,
therefore, only wished to reserve the right to offer ana
have it passeo upon, which was conceded.
Adjourned till Wednesday morning, at eleven o'clock.

im.im.Mw iuy.
M>r.rn 2..The testimony for the defence being all in,

the yioeecution commenced to call their retmtting evi¬
dence litis morning.
The first witness placed on the stand for this purpose,

wm Mr J. Lawson, who had Wore been examined.
Q. Were you in the city from the 16th July, 1841, to the

end of that month?
Mr. Clark objected The evidence nought to be now given

was not rebutting, and no rule of law wa* better aottled
than that the prosecution should not be allowed to re¬
open their case.
The Attorney General replied, arguing that the testl-

mony wax rebutting. The defence had shifted their
ground, and shown that Doty bad gone to Rochester at a
period later than that to wluch he testified, and it was to
rebut this position.
Mr. Whiting followed the same argument adduced by

his associate. The witness, Mr. Lawsoo, had before been
examined as to this point of time, and If they were per¬
mitted, they might recall the colored woman and other
witnesses. It was not to rebut anything they had shown,
but to fortifv their own case.
The Recorder said the rule wai certainly well establish¬

ed that the prosecution must exhaust their testimonr,
and then the defence, and that none could be admitted
afterwards bnt what was strictly rebutting, and it ap¬
peared to th«m that it must bo to rebut a tart, but this
was to rebut an inference, wbish could not be done and
the Court therefore sustained the objection, and the ques¬
tion was ruled out. Q. Did you see Mr. Forrest daily,
from the 10th July. 1844, to the end of the month? (.'ami
objection, Fame ruling.) Q. Have you any memorandum
which t-h0ws you where Mr. Forrest was from the 17th to
the end of July. 1844? ffsmc otyection, same ruling)
Q. Did Mr. Korrsst call daily at yonr place ot business, in
the month of July. 1844 ? (Same objection, sane ruling.)
The witness was then withdrawn.
Henry Reeve, called.Resided in Greene street, and did

so in 1844; was a coal dealer; knew Mr. Forrest. I). Did
he deal with you in July, 1844?

Mr. Claik objected to the question, as immaterial, nei¬
ther was it introductory, unless it tie to such matters as
could not legally be Introduced. (Question allowed, ami
exception taken by defendant's counsel.) A. He did
deal with me in July, 1844. Q. Did Mr. Forrest sottle
with you nnd pay j ou money In July, and when? (Ob¬
jected to, and ruled oat on the same grounds as before,
and after a renewed discussion of the subject, and inci¬
dentally of the whole case.)

y. Did you see Mr. Forrest between the 17tli and the
end of the month (Same objection, same ruling )
Hamilton I»egraw sworn Konidcd in Brooklyn; knew

tiiC defendant by sight; from what he had heard, his
character was rather bad.
Cross examined.-Thought he hsd had some dealings

with him, he called st the witness' plane for some tiling,
sod if he got them, he paid for them: he knew "Jr. For¬
rest; was his tailor, nad done no work for him for fivo or
six months; had before then; was called on the Forrest
caw. Q I'rcvlius to that, who did you hear speak 111 of
Mr. To j? A. Mr. Crandeil and Mr. Quinn; Mr. Crsndell
attended bar at the same place as Mr. Doty: witn^s had.
in the Forrest case, u«ed the expression that CrandeD
"sfoke against blm rather by inuendo than anything

Mr Qnitn was a fronts ter in N'nssnn street, and a

nelglilorof his; never hoard any one else speak of him
before that time.
Re examined. Q. What has been his character since

tliat trial, and what is it now? (Objected to as to the
merita, and that it was re opening the direct examina¬
tion. Question allowed, and exception taken.) It was
then put, '. What is his general charaoter now?" A. I
den t know that 1 can say more than I have.
Fdward II Quinn sworn.Re«ided in William -burg. L.I. ;

did business in New lork- knew I»oty; had known him
sonic Ave years; his general character was bad.
Cioss examined. It was likely he was the Mr. Quinn

that the last witness spoke of; he knew him, and might
bs%e «poken to him of Doty; he did not remember doing
so before the Torrent trial; was a creditor of Mr. Doty,
who owed him about a hundred dollars.
Robert Duncan. Had known him orer ten or twelve

years had heard some speak 111 of him, and others -peak
well of him.

Cio,..- examined.He was slightly a creditor.
Thoma« Hooper. Resided in Union square; had known

Dotv shout two years; did not know what his general
character vi<; hsd heard it spoken of sineo the lato
trial; not much: had hsd dealings with him.

( orn»liu« Renter.Employed In the Astor Hon«e, had
known loty from the year 18M. had not heard Ms gene¬
ral character inueh spoken of; had heard him spokcu of
sine* the trial, but not frequently.

Frederick 1'asham.Had known him fire or sir yoarJ,
and had heard nothing for orsirnlnst him.

Fevtral witnesse* were ceiled, but did not answer; and
the Attorney General »aW he did not desire to attach
them and would re*» here. The defendant's counsel ex¬

pressed tln'lr readiness to give any rea-otablo time that
was required, but the Attorney General auherod to his
determination
The fact that Iioty attended on 'he Forrest eaie under

process of suhpnria was admitted by the prosecution and
noted.

Mr. Whiting said thee wa« bnt one witness remaining
whose testimony they had been unable to take, a< Intend¬
ed, In writing, but it was on a point already |*wsed upon
by the Court, and It would probably be objected to. It
wss as to the intimacy between Mr. Forrest and Miss
Clifton. Counsel did not, however, prejs the subject, and
it was withdrawn, both sides concluding their teitlmenj
here.

After tome dUensr'on a* to the, order of summing up.
It was arranged that an afternoon session should be had
to morrow (this day) which would enable them to com¬

plete the trial. _

Mr. Whiting and Mr. Clark will each sum np on the
part of the defenoe, and the Attorney General reply for
the prorecntion.
The « ourt adjourned about twe o'clock, until eleven

to wavmrw rfVnreOey) morning.

MeotlBg th» Prlwn AhooI«Mb.
On Monday evening the Prison lAssociatien held their

Ltnlvorsary meeting at Metropolitan Hall. Owing to the
rain the attendance was thin. Among the gentleman on

;he platform were four females, one of whom wan tha
;elebrated Lucretia Molt, end another Mr*. Orew, both
>f Philadelphia. Judge W. T. McCoon presided. Rev,
Dr. Ferris op«ne<l the proceedings with prayer, and Pr.

Rub* then read the annual report of the Association, afl

Follow * :.

A retrospect of the past.although not without Its re¬

grets.afford* numerous evidence* 01 duty performed,
and of good accoinpliHhe«i. In no former y&kr the
associat ion been nitit active iu the discharge of its dt-
tiee in no year have so many clsirus upon it* cliarity
for discharged prisoner* been pre^euted, and in no Tear
10 many riluations found for them In addition to the*®
duties (thai devoted much >imt> and attention to tho««j
under arrest, both in this eity and Brooklyn. The whole
number that baa been in souie way aided by the associa¬
tion during the j«ar, amount* to t84, via : 132 men, 23i
women, and 880 boy* and girl*. The reoelpts of the in¬
stitution, as gathered from the treasurer'* report, are

$4,270 81; and the expenditure*, including #260 appro¬
priated to building fund, $1,200 leaving a balance in thu
Land* of the Treasurer, on the l.sth day of January but,
of 179 81. Of these moneys $8 428 40 have been expend¬
ed for the support of the H->uie and for board, tools ami
clothing for discharged convict*, $160 paid to financial!
agent for services, §201 W> for clerk hire, and $100 for
coumel fees. The association regret that it h(M not been
able to extend the sphere of it* usefulness beyond tha
limits of this city and Brooklyn, to other counties, but
the limited condition of their tia«nce* makes this restric¬
tion imperative. The duty of inspecting our alty prisona
Is one which, since the passage of the aet of 1847, re¬

pealing all former act* in regard to theae prisons, and im¬
posing the dutj on the State Prison Inspectors, who har*
neglected, and, we believe, Anally been relieved from it,
i* of the first importance, and one whieh demand* the
immediate, deliberate and earnest attention of the legis¬
lature. fan It be that these prison* are to be longer U'.
to the management or mismanagement of pensioned
officers, without any one legally q ualified or permitted
even to investigate their condition? If there i* any
thing important in re!*tion to our whole orison system,
!t is tin: our houses of detention should be rah as to
preserve the inmates fiom contamination and oorrup
tion. These are not pri&on* simply for the hardener
offender, but oftentimes are tenanted by those wik^
characten arc aa spotless as our o*n; and mu** met
be subjected to the contaminating Influcnoo bt veteran
in crime? We may make our Slate Prison as disciplinary
and productive as possible; but If we would prevent con
lamination or arrest the Criminal in hit fir it falteriaj
steps to erlme, we must bay prompt and early attantioi
to our county jail*. The gallows ha* just terml
iiated, at the age of twenty one, the hfe of an intot
estlng young man, who, six year* ago, was first brough
to our city prison for a slight misdemeanor, and wlios
education while there undoubtedly contributed, in n
small degree, to the fatal denouement. He hlmser
said, while standing on the brink of a felon's grava-
"Only for the acquaintance I made here. I should nev«
have come to this. " The importance of the subject seem
to demand the immediate attention of the Legislator!
and in connection with It, we respectfully suggest th
propriety of makiug all our houses of detention strict!'
separate prisons, and establishing district prisons fc
those convicted. This, wo are persuaded, mast be th
policy of the State, so soon as it shall examine closely In1
the results of our present system. Experience of the pa:
three years in Albany and the adjoining oountios, seen

to settle the expediency of the measure, both In regard 1
its moral influences and its economical administration.

This penitentiary is mad* a district prison for sever
of the adjoining counties, aad during tne past year hi
not only supported itself, but has on hand, over ai

above all expenses, $1,013 07 The inspectors, after a

nouncing this fact, remark that it challenges adsniratio
and more than this, a competitor. Passing from lions
of detention, the next thing that interests us Is prlsi
discipline. Under this head t he confinement of witness*
fines as a part of criminal sentences, the douche ai

the yoke as pnnishment, detention for trial, and pi
ton statistics, are the principal topics dlseassed.
regard to witnesses, the report state* an Interesting ea
of a woman who bad been Induced to purchase what
called a lottery policy, under which she was waseheats
as is too oftan the ease. Smarting under her losses, she a

plied to the polio*. A warrant «as issued, the policy deal
arretted and brought to the City Prison, examined, a

held to ball, which he procured, and was set at libert
The injured witness, who came for redress, was also hi
to ball for her appearance to prosecute, but, not harl
ama«sed wealth by erime, she was not a* fortunate as t
accused in finding a friend to ball her. and she was e«

into prison, and made to expiate the crime of dari
to enforce a law of the State, by an Imprisonment of flft
¦even days. At tbe end or this time, the trial of t

policy dealer was brought on. He confessed his gui
was fined ten dollars, which he Immediately paid, and *

discharged. The law having no further use for the pt
woman, tbe also was discharged, but without one c«

compensation for h*r loss of time and the derangement
her aflklrs, and probably taught by her sufferings net

again to seek redress from the law on a similar oecanii
Is there no remedy for this perversion of legislate
Must tbe accuser thus suffer for t heacrimlaal t Khali 1
wholesome operations of the law be thus converted li
Instruments of torture to those whom they were intei
ed to protect f This Is by no mean* a solitary examp
Tbe evil is so common that it has passed into a prove
that a rlah poliey dealer or gambler can hardly be e<
vlcted. On the subject of fine*, several eases of ertrei
hardship arc cited, and it is finally recommended that
all ease* of fines imposoa by our courts, evejy day 's 1
prisonment should liquidate a given amount
the fine, so that the prisoner should have
solute tebef when the term of his punishment 1
expired. The douche and yoke, as instruments of puni
ment, are denounced as contrary to law, and more cr
and dangerous than the cat; and theexperienaaof twei
monthsIn the State prison of Maine is cited to show tl
ohtary confinement on bread and water is, in all eas

i sufficient to subdue tbe most refractory. The follow
is the language of the warden:. 'It will be seen, by| ferring to the list of punishments, that they hare b<
very light during tbe past year. There hare been
seventy-one days solltanr during the year, and these
trifling offences. This faot is tbo more gratifying to l
for it is remarked by the oldest offioers of the prison t
the discipline was never better." In eases of detent
for trial. It la represented tbat great injustice i* of
done to the individual detained bis character is inju
and bed ides tl e loss of liberty, be 1* often subject*
pecuniary loss of a serious nature Whenever the li
vidual is proved to be lanocent, it suggest* the propyl
of making him some compensation for his loss of ti:
The statistics of our prisons present many Inters
facts in relation to the progress of crime. The Bust t
we shall notice Is, that In the city of New York, si
1848, disorderly conduct. In almost every instance the
suit of rum, has, notwithstanding the efforts of tem
ranee and philanthropy, increased from 703 to 2,G60,
278 per oent that intoxication has increased about
per cent, and tbe two together from 5,879 to 11,280.
a comparison of the prison statistics, for the last I
years, it appears that crimes against property have
creased only about 60 per cent; but that crimes agal
the person have increased 129 per cent , or from 1,300
1848 to 2,020 in 1862. An alarming feat ure of thi* tr
appalling fact is, tbat tbe Increase teems to be regu
year by year, and not. as is sometimes the ease, tbe re>
of some spasmodic effect. Another case of alarm n
be found in the (act that the lncrea-e ha* been great
in the highe*t crime*. Thus, we fli*! assanlt to kill wt.
in 1848, and 30. 69, 61, and 76 iu 1802, or throe fold;m
slaughter, in 1848, was 3 aad then 4, 16, and 11 in 1862,
moet four-fold; number in 1848 was 9. and 0. 16, 21, i
66 in 1862, or mora than six-fold. This rapid and fear
increase of the most heinous crimes demands the m
serious consideration of the statesman, the phllantb
phist, and the Christian, as al-.o the fact that $0 per c
of tbe whole number committed to this prison during
past year were intemperate. The statistics of silt
State prisons, for the year 1861, give us a grand tota
4,007 prisoners, 3,006 of whom wore imprisoned far offen
against proiierty , and 784 against tbe person. On scann
over the tables of statistic*, for these several prisons,
only remarkable facts that present themselves are, tha
th* Mate of New York alone, there are a greater numbe
eases of bigamy and perjury than in all the other flft'
States there being twenty-one ca«es of bigamy In >
York, and only fifteen In the other States; and sevent
cases of perjury to three in all the other States,
average period of confinement in tho several States
dimini*hed sines within a few yi'ars. At pre*
Connecticut teems to administer tne longest period
Imprisonment, the average being six years, seven mon
29 davs; and the (astern Penitentiary of Pennsylvai
the shortest, it beiug only two years, six months i

three days. There are in all these prisons, 1S0 foina
and 641 colored persons. The report then passes to
consideration or the subject ot discharged eonvlc'
pays a tribute of respect to the memory of their
friend snd coadjutor, the venerable I.iaac T. Hopp*
present* the statistics of the committee for the ye*r,
of tie home of the female department, and offer* seyi
cases of reform which have been tested by the experiil
of years f aad do.es with the assertion, that after el
years of toll In this uninviting field of effor», the cl
mittee feel a confidence in assuring tlio public thaM
least eight tenths of their beneficiaries are saved f|
luture imprisonment and orima.

Mr. Jotln Cocmux* moved the adoption of the r*,J
and said it required no argument to snstaln it

theory was nature and the argument humanity.
were facts alone with which the Association had toI
It was one great step in the march r f humanity.I
amelioration of Its condition, and tho reduction of|
ufbringi. Thefe were time* when philanthropy m l
Uiounenda to irnilnt« < 1» rk <on whone launtln i

wreathed by Peity Itnelf. Humanity hud now taken ill
broad embrace every evil that may be remedied. Thll
jectn which thl* society had In view were eminently |
Ileal. It penetrated the prison gloom. It vMtod the pr
er and examined bin conscience, and found an immJ
epark there aa virid an any outiildc or the prison wl
liepctitanc* and reform were tke result of then* erf
among the poor outcast* of humanity, and it wan 4-

hoped refonu outside, where reform In far more

nary than within. I<et them f-aternire with every co
Feijtatlve of humanity on earth. The increase of crime

. very serious conridcratiwn. It wan not eonflned to
York. It wan progressing all over the country, 1
muit be, therefore, some secret Impulse. The greatl

Of Juggernaut wan rolling by, immolating it* thou»l
l4»t them not stand by with bloody hind*, aonUil
those inntltutions which were increasing crime. I
them not stand tamely by to countenance that mm
Of all mUchtofn.capital' puniihiuent. tome two »

ago he Moot at the toot of the gnlliros where the vifl
were to be oifcred. lie wan told that they felt the il
enca of spiritual advice, and that tiiey stood in the fJ
Deity, and eouldgo with safety into the presence of I
Maker. Hut nucfl wan not his opinion, an far m ho '

judge from aptx-aran .en. Ai they took their march t

gallows tree, tney m -imod to think they were the her.
earth to make a Ilorran holiday. It wan not for hi
My they wen; not prepared, but to him every sign apl
e<l wanting, and the revolting just and ribaldry aeeii*
cant back the currents of the heart upon themnelven.
tenths of thoM who witnessed the spectacle, will L
recorded In the annala of crime, and those outride wl
everyone, a candidate for the penitentiary and theM
N«it day the weue wan reproduced by the newnp»H|
every village and hamW, from the Atlantic to the I ¦

hardening the heart* and brutalizing the mind*
reader*.
Mr. Hiram.The Prison Amociatlon vai fe

three object* we wan to oorreet the erlta to the 1
of detention. The Mcoad embraced the large head
aon dincipllne, relating to clothing, diet, lodging, <


